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Why has Japan become a “safe and secure” society?
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The present paper, first of all, tries to explain why Japan has become a “safe and secure” society and, if it is indeed the case, in what
sense. In the nature of the guestion, it is, of course, not easy to define a “safe and secure” society in a precise way so that the
discussion that follows has to be somewhat impressionistic based on specific examples showing that Japan has been indeed a
“safe and secure” society.

Secondly, | would discuss some of the historical backgrounds against which Japan has come to be a “safe and secure” society. In
macroscopic terms, the fact that Japan is an island nation, which has historically prevented it from being invaded or attacked by
outside enemies, is most important. This has made Japan’s civilization so unique in the sense that it continued to have a “one nation-
one civilization” characteristic. In microscopic terms, it is important to note that Japan has been a society where the same members
live together for a long time. It can also be stated that Japan has been a less class-conscious and more equitable society from an
international viewpoint. This has increased the “sense of ownership” and mental stability among the people.

Thirdly, the paper points out that Japan's safe and secure characteristics of its society has recently started to deteriorate. Some
evidence including ‘refugees of medical emergency”,“Internet café jobless or part-time workers”,“collapsed pension systems”,
“horrifying parent-child murders”, etc. will be presented. | will try to show why such phenomena are now frequently observed in Japan.
The keyword of the discussion is “evolution of global capitalism”.

Lastly, it will be discussed what countermeasures the nation, companies, and individuals are supposed to take in response to the
overwhelming influence of global capitalism. There are at least two. One is to understand the reality and essential nature of global
capitalism. The other is that Japanese people should break away from their sense of a homogeneous and inward-looking society and,
then, cultivate ability to survive in a more heterogeneous and multi-cultural society.
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