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Special Edition: New Public Management / Those Who Play a Key Role in the New Public Sector and

Their Public Responsibility
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This special issue takes up new public management. A series of administrative reforms, started by the Hashimoto Administration’s
central government reform and decentralization of government to local jurisdictions, and continued through the Obuchi and Mori
Administrations, were carried on through the Koizumi Administration’s various reforms, and were implemented.

As a consequence of the legislative process, some new systems were adopted. According to our recognition of the current situation,
it can be said that in view of system establishment, except for civil servant system related reforms, almost all of the administrative
reforms are on the menu. It is believed that focus of the issues has been shifted from the lawmaking (“What systems should we plan
and formulate?”) to the operations (“How does the adopted systems operate and take hold?”). To achieve the actual results from a
series of these administrative reforms, not only efforts to make “From Public to Private, and from Central to Municipal” that is
repeatedly emphasized more than a mere catch phrase, but also efforts in the area of operations for the purpose of translating the
philosophy into concrete form and taking it hold shall be strongly requested.

On the other hand, how is the actual state of public management after reforms? Have the main bodies of the “new public” sector that
will replace the bureaucrat or the central government really come on stage showing real ability and fulfilling the responsibility? In
these questions, there is an awareness of the problem that set this special edition’s sub-title as“Those Who Play a Key Role in
the New Public Sector and Their Public Responsibility”. This is because we consider that several issues related to the various
adopted systems’ operational areas (i.e. public management) are emerging.

When introducing the great transition stage of public management, not only shall this special edition introduce the actual state of
new public sectors, but also external contributors and Mitsubishi UFJ Research and Consulting’s researchers/consultants shall
contribute from the respective standpoint of operational issues to be resolved, and prescriptions for solution to the issues.
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