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Globalization vs. Localization
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The world is now facing a food crisis, which has been said to occur once in a hundred years. The characteristic nature of the current
crisis is that rather than being caused by the physical shortage of food as in the past, this crisis is due to the rise in the price of
agricultural products. A major factor behind this is the rapid progress of globalization in developing countries, while they remained
dependent on the developed countries in food production and the development of agricultural technologies. Meanwhile, as the world's
largest food importer, Japan can be considered as one of the main players in the recent rise in grain prices. With the expectation for
the future decline of grain prices remaining low on a global basis, Japan must also once again strengthen its domestic agriculture
industry, in addition to actively providing technological assistance to developing countries.

However, Japan’'s food self-sufficiency rate has finally dropped below forty percent (40%), and the country is struggling to find a way
to increase the rate. To begin with, the major reason for the decline of the self-sufficiency rate was due to the changing dietary
habits rather than the decline in production and the fact that Japan's agriculture industry was not able to respond to this change.
This is because polices to maintain the price of agricultural products, centering on rice, was continued for so long that most farmers
became part-time farmers, and are now unable to produce crops other than rice.

Based on this recognition, this paper proposes: (1)further improvement of the efficiency of agricultural production, (2) the revival of
agricultural communities and securing leaders and bearers for the industry, and (3) the reestablishment of ‘local values’, as the
future direction of strengthening Japan’s agriculture industry. In conclusion, the consumers’ lack of awareness and knowledge is
pointed out as another factor behind the struggle in strengthening Japan's agriculture.
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