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The Impacts on the Living Environment Caused by Regional Population Gaps, and its Countermeasures
- Toward Maintenance and Preservation of the Secondary-nature in Mountainous Areas -
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With the unprecedented economic development after the Second World War in Japan, we have always been in recognition of the
problems of the “regional population gap” such as the population outflow from the rural areas, such as the mountainous areas, to the
3 maijor urban areas (Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya) , and a higher concentration of people to the Tokyo area among the 3 urban areas.
To counter these problems, Japan has been implementing countermeasures based on the Comprehensive National Development
Plans and various laws and regulations toward correcting the “regional gap” as symbolized by the philosophy of the “Well-Balanced
Land Development” policy.

However, the regional population gap was not corrected, and its composition continues to change at present. The mountainous areas
that were most affected by the regional population gap are facing an unprecedented crisis in their sustainability due to a growing
number of declining or disappearing villages caused by an excess outflow of the population and the aging of their residents.

The villages in the mountainous area used the secondary natural surroundings of the agriculture and forestry land well, and sustained
their lives by maintaining and preserving their multiple effects. Therefore, village deterioration and extinction means that the
secondary natural surroundings are not being maintained or preserved, and the multiple effects are deteriorating, and so, through the
rivers, etc,, it is feared to have influenced the living environment of the surrounding areas and the urban areas of the river basin.

For Japan, which is facing a declining population, it is difficult to permanently maintain all the villages in the mountainous areas that
were maintained up until now. Under the circumstances, new maintenance and preservation measures are sought to pass on our
living conditions to the next generation in good condition. As one such measure, it will be effective to establish an agreement
(promise and responsibility) in which the concerned subject parties including urban residents participate, sharing the vision for
regional maintenance and preservation, and not just relying on the village residents.
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