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Editor-in-Chief Interview: How do we deal with “Social Costs” relating to the environment?
- Shunichi Teranishi, Environmental Economist
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Summary (Preface)

In today’s world, there are many types of ‘Inequality” that exist among states, generations, and the like, but taking
into account this background, this issue focuses on the “Environmental Inequality” as the special theme. Already the
concept of “Common but differentiated responsibilities” has been raised with respect to the relationship between
developed and developing nations, and discussions based on the presumption of “Inequalities” are taking place.
However, in the real global environmental issues, who ought to bear the “social costs” related to this?

In response to this difficult issue, a new principle of “‘commitment” has been proposed by Shunichi Teranish, who
specializes in environmental economics. He is currently teaching as a professor at the Hitotsubashi University
Graduate School / Department of Economics, and is also active in social activities, including being the general-
secretary of the Japan Environment Council. In 2002 he was a recipient of the Asia Pacific Environment Council
Award.

In the Editor-in-Chief Interview, initially, we asked him about his motivation to begin his study of environmental
economics, then got on the subject of what are social costs, and the 4 principles relating to the “cost burden” of
various types of social costs. Furthermore, such topics as the lessons for global environmental issues for Asia; the
social system to eliminate the environmental inequality between generations; the measures for small and medium
cities to survive while retaining space and richness; and the expectations for the civil sector were broadly discussed.
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