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Seishain (Regular Employee): Definition and Origin

[E#HE] EWLWDHEBEN—RMICEDND L DICEDDIE 1 980FRIEN S5 TH
b, ZTORAF/\— T AT—DEINTHOICEEZ BN, FRBICHNL,
MtE] EOLWDATAYXEHERIO [TU—M] DS#HE [SDDDREE] ~N&
WRLICEIELTVLK, Z2ULT. 1980FKICADT [EHE] EWVWSERSDDH
relc—iE g &,

AR ClE, [EHE] DEMICERZEGDESD. FT [[EHE] ([CDOVTOHET
EEZUfcDBIC, EHED [HuE] & [#EH] LSRN STDER O
TCRAZRFT & ABLIE. EAEBNREEICRHET OHBRETHO. 3DDE
RICDITTCHD. ORAZEER. OBENEERALRESR. TLUCOFERK=D
RHECHD. RANICZELCEREFTUDICBAVTONEESN LR TSI THL. FEKEDH DL
D ETHDo

IO UIciLB7Z R BICIRE T 2l E UCEENKD DDA IEHE L LTD [BEH] THD. TNUE.
BIBEOHMEDAIHETH D BHEOTIEMN) . TNEITREOZORCDEL(CEILU TR CENERHEEIND.
BREVPEBHLIR. mAFEDEFEMTHHENTHD . BADEZLEFEBINICUNERSNIEV. CDLDIC
[EHE] ZIRADE. TNZENOERND—UCHIZIUCEHD CENBZTEENCER DD D, FBUTEA
(& RED [IEHE] . RLERTOERAZ R CEERBENRAICHKIIL. 1980FROLRENKRICERE
EUIcEVR D, EH. O [IEHE] DLBEBELIFREREETIVCHD. BXERTEOHRNSRE
UDhWEEE S TS,

i BN

¢

P
g
=
L
o
jo)
3
o
g
o

bl

The term seishain (regular employee) started being commonly used around 1980, and is thought to result from the rise in numbers of
part-timers at that time. Historically speaking, in the prewar period, being a seishain was equivalent to having an elite status;
however, in the postwar period, it was gradually perceived as being an ordinary worker. The concept of seishain as an employment
status became further prevalent in the early 1980s.

This article focuses on the evolution of the definition of seishain. Statistical descriptions of seishain are discussed first, and then the
evolution of the definition is examined in terms of job benefits and duties. Job benefits, which refer to the working conditions offered
by employers to employees, can be divided into three elements: (1) stable long-term employment, (2) a salary with regular pay raises
based on performance assessment, and (3) opportunities for promotion. That is, a seishain is guaranteed stable employment over the
long term, and by working earnestly, he or she will not only receive increased salary, but also opportunities for promotion.

In exchange for such benefits offered to their employees, companies demand them to perform duties as seishain. The scope of
responsibilities for a seishain is not clearly defined (i.e., duties are all-inclusive), and it therefore goes without saying that seishain
must work according to the varying demands of their employer at different times. Companies’ instructions regarding overtime work,
assignment to a different position, and transfers to a different workplace location are absolute, and employees’ requests are
considered only partially. This way of viewing a seishain reveals that each element hardly emerged all of a sudden. Generally speaking,
the definition of seishain was established during the period of rapid economic growth after a long historical process, and became
universal during the period of stable growth in the 1980s. It should be noted that the job benefits and duties of seishain discussed in
this article are based on a single-earner household model and need to be reassessed from the perspective of equal employment
opportunities for men and women.
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