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A sign of innovation can be seen in learning amid rapid changes of the Internet as symbolized by a keyword, “Web 2.0".

As shown by the rapid spread of e-learning, a borderless and globalized method of providing learning is developing for the realization
of a learning environment that can be used “anytime, anywhere, and by anybody”. However, most of these are efforts for improved
efficiency in the implementation of learning. Recently the problems of learning using the conventional-type of Internet technology
called “Web1.0” have become clear. Major problems such as insufficient communication interactivity in the learning environment, and
difficulty in the proactive participation of learners, are pointed out.

As measures to improve them, new Internet technologies and services, which are regarded as being a synonym for Web2.0, are
expected. Actively using Web2.0 such as blogs, Social Networking Services, (SNS) and three dimensional technologies, etc., the
learning environment is improved through spreading the human touch, increasing the interactivity between “those who teach” and
“those who are taught”, and promoting collaborative learning among learners.

In addition, there is a new horizon for “the methodology to create learning content” by using Web 2.0 technologies and services. There
is a new possibility of anybody being a creator and/or learner of content, going beyond the rigid learning environment of “those who
teach” and “those who are taught” as was the case in the past. Actively using methods such as Wikipedia, which is a representative
of CGM (Consumer Generated Media: user-participation-type media), the possibilities are expanding, such as the joint development of
learning content as “collective intelligence” that can be called LGC (Learner Generated Content: learner-participation-type content), a
virtual learning space in which anybody can be those who teach as represented by the Internet civic cram school, and the Web2.0
style of cooperative learning in which learners can cooperate in learning in a natural manner by actively using blogs and SNS's, etc.
By the innovation in the Internet technologies called Web2.0 and its future development, the possibility of “Learner Directed
Learning”, which has been considered very important but difficult to implement, will be realized.

In this article, we will discuss how innovation should be made in the learning environment of the next generation, based on the new
net movement triggered by Web 2.0.
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