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Digital Game Meta-Creation — MOD Culture in the PC Game Market
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In Europe and North America, game developers provide their development tools so that users can
engage in digital game contents meta-creation. This phenomenon is called MOD (short for
modification). Users create varieties of additional contents, and those contents in turn prolong the
product life of the original game.

In Japan, however, this MOD culture is nowhere to find. Secretive Japanese game developers are
against disclosing their tools. They only see users as consumers, and they have built a large barrier
dividing game developers and users.

Only recently did Japanese start to learn what they had been missing. In fact MOD is one of the
main factors for the developing technology gaps between the European/North American game
developers and the Japanese ones. Firstly, the game itself benefits from MOD. User-created
contents can greatly add continuous values to the original game. Secondly, MOD contributes to
personnel trainings. In the process of making contents with the actual development tools, users
can attain practical game development skills. In this way, the whole game industry gets a supply of
emerging talents.

Furthermore, MOD has been influencing the world outside games. Serious games developers utilize
game technology to solve problems in diverse areas like education and health with non-
entertainment objectives. MOD is one of their main tools. Also the expressive capabilities of 3D
games have attracted movie makers. They use MOD as a platform for machinema, that produces
movies with computer real time game graphics.

This paper gives an overview of what MOD is, and what it can be. The topics include the history of
MOD, the current MOD environment case study, and the MOD future outlook.
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