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The Future of the Kansai Area from the Perspective of Regional Economics

f

DHETE. AOPEEOEEHBENDO—BERPHRERE - 75 EBOHEN LY
7EEAMED—7E T, BEETERAICHIZD ALRE - A+ RO R DY
T TORBEHUDE T ERE LTWVD,

KD 1DEMIE. CDKLD7E. BREBIMERAT DR FEZRDBESC DL
T, HERBEZONHF CTHRONDEZAFZBFIA CRIEL, BRIDIETHD,
BHM(CF. FEiBECAtEEOAOBESH ERSET MG (CERZET. BR
NERREHRPTOY T b - U4 J)VERE EDOHERD SEIFEBE O MgE S X
TLZEREHITHIET. EEBEOAOPREHELRH U CEZREEZA &
TWa,

FEDH2DENF. BRBORERERZEFA. BEBEORFIAIO6E LT
BIF TSRO AMEZRTIT D ETH D, DTFRMEHESH T, MEOEE
BB 17Z2[@ LI HEHICIF. 1 ADIEDABEERZE LTS ENBRDAROETR
Do AR TIF. ZTDIHICRARBNEDMBONERROLEME LT, IR
RE., ANEADEDB L, mEEICRITSREDERZBIT TS,

TR COBERDHEEMNFEIEICEFT O CHD. BREBICRRUEZIRICD
[cHRBDEERRZHFE T D F CICIFRERIEEVDHDOD. BrEBENOAEICS
(FofizEEL. EERFNIZESHDCHDEY SEFNIEEWVNTH D,

2
N

»
2=
s &
o
S

©

In Japan the concentration of population and businesses in the Tokyo area has become intense,
and the share of economic activities in the Chubu area as well as its neighboring regions has been
on the rise. On the contrary, outflows of people and companies’ headquarters from the Kansai area
have been a continuing phenomenon, resulting in the area’s strikingly lowered economic status.

The first objective of this article is to organize and present an overview of factors of the stagnant
economic situation of the Kansai area, taking into account some concepts from the field of regional
economics. Specifically, reasons behind the outflows of population and manufacturing facilities
from the Kansai area are examined by focusing on the migration of residents and relocation of
manufacturers between the Kansai area and other regions and by surveying the regional economic
system of the area.

The second objective is to propose a policy direction aiming to improve economic conditions of the
Kansai area, with the aforementioned factors of the area's stagnant economy in mind. As the
population ages while the number of children declines, improving per-capita labor productivity is a
key to a greater productive capability of the area. As policies to be taken for the Kansai area, this
article discusses investment in research and development, the improvement of the quality of
human capital, and the creation of a suitable environment for strengthening competitiveness.
Despite the fact that the causal analysis in this article is qualitative and falls short of
comprehensively covering the potential solutions to the numerous issues accumulated in the
Kansai area, the author hopes that this article offers meaningful suggestions that would lead to
the resurgence of the economy as well as enhanced international competitiveness of the area.
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