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Environmental Technology Gap and Transfer
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At the G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit scheduled in 2008, global environmental protection such as preventative measures for global
warming will be one of the major issues. In the “21° Century Environmental National Strategy (Decision of the Cabinet in June
2007)", a vision is presented to spread environmental protection technology and energy technology globally for Japan to take the
initiative under the theme of global environmental protection. The importance of technology transfer to bridge the environmental
technology gap is expected to be increasing.

Environmental technology transfer will be in full scale in the near future, but there are problems to be solved. Environmental
technology brings public benefit to the society and environment, but it has the characteristic of being non-beneficial to the private
sector, in that it is not necessarily profitable for business operators. Also, many environmental technologies are owned by private
corporations, and they have the characteristic being of non-public, just like other technologies. Due to such characteristics,
environmental technologies are in a position where the incentive to transfer technology is less likely to work compared with ordinary
technologies.

In this article, environmental technologies are organized and classified, and the causes of the environmental technology gap, and the
points of discussion on environmental technology transfer, are discussed. Also, the examples of the clean development mechanism
(CDM) conducted under the Kyoto Protocol, which are producing successes, as the system to promote incentives for technology
transfer, are introduced.
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