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Special for “Refocus on Environmental Disparity Issues”
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In this special issue, “Environmental Issues” from the perspective of “disparities” will be discussed. In recent years, phrases such as “the working poor” or “net café
refugees” have been heard in increasing frequency and the concern with the issue of disparities has been growing in Japan. There are various views with respect to a
qualitative debate on disparities, including the morality of disparities, but from a quantitative measure, it has become the consensus that “disparities exist”.

On the other hand, keywords relating to environmental issues such as global warming, energy, and waste/recycling have become a daily feature in newspapers. Taking
environmental issues from the perspective of a disparity, ultimately it is a question of, “Will we leave an unspoiled environment to the next generation?” and it can be
said to be an issue of a generational disparity.

However, even among the same generation, the attitudes toward environmental issues differ according to the circumstances and situations in which they find
themselves. For example, actions regarding looking after the environment by consumers and enterprises differ depending upon differences in income or profits.
Furthermore, due to regional differences between urban and rural areas, the awareness for amenities and scenery differ. Additionally, differences in economic scale
between countries (Nnorth-South problems) have caused the rise of opposition surrounding the export of pollution and negotiations on global warming.

In this special issue, in order to build actions and measures and a consensus for environmental issues, it is thought that issues surrounding the various disparities
among generations, incomes, regions, and rich and poor nations cannot be avoided, and differences in approaches toward the environment and the receptible
environment that arise from the various disparities are defined as “Environmental Disparities”, and in addition to the researchers at the company, outside experts have
been invited to contribute their ideas.

Dr. Yoshinori Hiroi, Professor of Chiba University contributed his paper on the outlook for a sustainable welfare society as a new issue from the perspective of
unification of environment and welfare.

From the perspective of disparities between urban and rural areas, the Fukutsuka / Abe paper looks at the measures toward the maintenance/preservation of the multi-
faceted function of the rural and mountainous regions, while the paper by Goto/Takamura et al. covers the issues surrounding the Japanese forestry/wood products
industry and discusses measures from both a ‘hardware’ (equipment, infrastructure, etc.) and a ‘software’ (management, personnel, etc.) perspective.

With respect to the differences in environmental actions among enterprises, the Okuno paper gives an overview of the measures of enterprises toward environmental
management, and focuses on small and medium enterprises. Also, the Yumiba/Sano paper discusses issues relating to technology transfers to fill the gap in
environmental technology. With respect to differences in environmental actions of domestic and foreign financial institutions, we have requested Mr. Sueyoshi, who is a
special advisor to the United Nations Environmental Plan/Financial Initiative to contribute a paper.

From the standpoint of economic disparities between countries (disparities between north and south), the Sato / Morimoto paper discusses measures on controlling
deforestation related to global warming, and in the Sasaki paper, cross-border PC re-use and recycling is discussed, and the Aono paper analyzes the regional
disparities in China from the perspective of energy demand.

We have asked Associate Professor Susumu Onuma of Hokkaido University to introduce a research case of a virtual global game from the perspective of behavioral
psychology with regard to the agreement on a framework to respond to environmental issues as the common target to overcome conflicting interests.

Lastly, Dr. Shunichi Teranishi, Professor of Hitotsubashi University takes a broad view of social expenses relating to environmental issues and the 4 principles relating
toits “cost burden” , global environmental issues and lessons for Asia, social systems to eliminate the global disparities among generations, and further measures for
small and medium cities to survive while retaining space and richness.

The relationship between disparities and environmental issues was discussed in “Social Costs Theory” by Kapp in the 1950's, which became an important starting
point for an economic approach to the current environmental issues, and in Japan it was argued that in cases of pollution such as Minamata Disease, the
environmental damage will be concentrated in the socially weak groups.

In this special issue, both old and new issues relating to disparities and the environment are taken up again.




