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Interim Findings of the Long-term Outlook on National Land: Focus on Land Resources and Environment
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National land is the common platform upon which a nation’s people live, produce goods and
services, and carry out all manner of activities. It is also a limited resource for the benefit of the
people today and tomorrow. The way national land is used varies according to the needs of the
particular era. The most fundamental and all-encompassing mission of national land policy is to
enable the land to be passed on to the next generation in a better condition. This can be
accomplished by developing, from a long-term comprehensive viewpoint, appropriate ways to use,
maintain, and protect the land. Because national land management typically requires considerable
time to plan and implement, and the impact of such activities is by nature irreversible, it is
necessary to approach it from a long-term perspective. This paper examines several aspects
described in the Long-term Outlook on National Land (Interim Report) published in November 2011,
which discusses the long-term prospects for national land through 2050. The report covers (1) the
maijor trends that form the premises for the long-term outlook (population decline and graying of
society, as well as climate change); (2) the declining population, falling birthrate, and graying of
society by region; and (3) national land resources and the environment (ecosystems, agriculture
and forestry, and satoyama landscape. Japan's population is projected to fall below 100 million
sometime around 2050, and some 40% of the population will be elderly. Therefore, in about 40
years, the relationship between people and national land will be clearly different from what it is
today. Also, there are concerns that plants themselves will not be able to tolerate potential
changes in the vegetation zones due to the impact of global warming.
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