iR & U TOMIBRHIRT

Geographical indicators as a local resource
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This paper examines specific case studies on how local regions should be vitalized on the basis of the current regional conditions
resulting from protracted recession. The case studies concentrate on vitalization of regions facing adversity. From among these
regions, the paper discusses Noto-cho, Ishikawa and Onna-son in Okinawa as examples of regions that use available natural
resources and Kamikawa-machi, Saitama, as a region that utilizes available environmental resources. The tenacious efforts of
authorities in each locality to put in place policies to manage limited resources in a way that leads to regional vitalization should
serve as a valuable example for other regions facing adversity. In terms of intellectual property, the paper discusses geographical
indicators and trademark rights for regional organizations. The paper also discusses examples of organizations that have registered
trademarks as regional organizations. This is more involved than a regional organizations simply registering for a trademark: the
challenge is in deciding how to utilize this trademark. In addition, local specialties, often called “B-grade cuisine,” have recently been
gaining attention. Under the current system of trademark rights for regional organizations, many groups in charge of B-grade cuisine
have been unable to qualify as suitable rights holders, though there are stirrings of legal reform on the matter. Interest in
geographical indicators is also on the rise due in part to the connection with the Trans-Pacific Partnership. Although this is a legal
system adopted by the European Union), the number of countries that have incorporated it when moving forward with free trade
agreement negotiations (mainly with the European Union) is growing. Because Japan already has a trademark system for regional
organizations, it is not a matter of simply introducing the system of geographical indicators adopted by the European Union. The
framework of the trademark system for future regional resources is a topic for further study.
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