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Cinema Creating Social Value Added: The Revival of a Movie Theater in Atsugi City and Collaboration with
Senior Community Leaders

THe4F4 /. BwR/IIBEAHICBELUL [7Z2—HDE ME.comY=X
<l THRNINMEZEIH T 2REE] FESEICEX T, EROMRELE
DORZHEA TcHEHEDOEVWEFE LN EATOMENEH (L. O=21 "7«
BAICEMI S EZERELTVD,

Z—T2ULTHho2%F, BEl.comYRY(E. EARDMINEREDEHRICEZR(CH
DHATVDINSHEMRESORR (V=7 - 0=2°"5« - U—%—) DEREIC
HRZU., FOARN, TUTCERICHB LTV ZET, BRICZEDT 4T3 VDR
RISGEDVLWTWS., AR TIF. BEEEHLVDEHE & XA T HRBEEDESEZ
Bigg C & oTcDh. BHUICEBRICIRBEDBENRBE MR REIDHEE(C
FRLBEDOTVSEFZED LD, 10IBIF. BRICRUREFZORFZEEL. BFREFZEZEET
B [BDEAANUDDR] ZBNTD. [HODETAAUDDE] CTIIEEEFEWVIIBICKDZESKRZELDIC
BREIC. PUDKKRZIREL. REDFEESA TV, 2HBEFEARDPHRLICEST, BEICEDHAH
REgEL L olcmimE (I U, E<DRREERELRE OB ICHERLXD/ (X Z&ETT WD [HHHREEEZIE
T—EX] ZENTD. FEES LTHREZRE T, 0%, EHRULLWBEZEDENS, BRBOREZED G
DTET, BMEREDEEXDDAEZENCULTLND ZEICRIVTIFULW—ZFAEEVNNRTCDT—EX
[CIFADBNTND, HMEBEZADEDSBENRZR U C EFELEETTVTBDHHE IO ZEHEL TS,

ewefoy ozleq

> E

The eiga.com Cinema at Amyu Atsugi opened in April 2012 in Atsugi City, Kanagawa Prefecture, as the successor to a movie
theater previously operated at the location. With the operational philosophy that cinema creates social value added, our goal is to
contribute to regional revitalization and community rebuilding in Atsugi City and to become a community-oriented cinema that goes
beyond the traditional concept of a movie theater. Today, the eiga.com Cinema is steadily achieving its vision by having goals in
common with senior community leaders who represent small civic groups that strive to solve local issues of Atsugi City, and by
supporting and collaborating with these groups. In this paper, | discuss why | started to pursue coexistence with the local community
as the operational goal of the cinema and show examples of how the cinema is in fact deeply linked with effective civic activities. In
the first example, | discuss the activities of Atsugi Enpitsu No Kai (Atsugi Pencil Club) which operates an independent night junior
high school with a goal to eventually open a public night junior high school in Atsugi. It provides learning opportunities to senior
citizens who did not have many early in life due to hardships and gives them hope for the future. In the second example, | discuss a
support service for senior citizens who have difficulties going outside their homes for various reasons. The service offers free bus
rides between neighborhood community centers and the cinema and is intended to give senior citizens an opportunity to watch
movies with friends, discuss them over a meal afterward, and realize the life-enriching power of movies. The goal of this service is to
create a community where senior citizens who live alone can live their life without feeling a sense of isolation.
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