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The Acceptance of Globalization and Regeneration of Japanese Forestry
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It is a growing fact that sustainable forest management is a pressing issue which is now recognized throughout the world. Each
country must develop its forest governance system while responding to the various changes in the external environment which arise
with the progress of globalization.

From a historical perspective, the western developed nations including Japan have experienced three major phases of change in the
post-war period. The first was the “rising cost of labor and the decline in roundwood prices” from the 1980’s, the second was “the
measures to address the environment” from the 1990’s, and the third was the “geopolitical changes” from the 2000’s.

European countries have accepted these changes and have worked to sophisticate and update their forest governance and
management systems in spite of the various dilemmas they encountered. By doing so, they adapted to the challenging changes step
by step and have succeeded in fostering the development of local forestry industries.

Japan, on the other hand, has been slow in adapting to these changes. Although the country is abundant in forest resources, the
self-sufficiency rate for lumber has dropped to as low as twenty percent (20%). Moreover, as the geopolitical changes from the
2000's led to moves to increase the use of domestic timber Japan has not been able to respond to this opportunity. Not only has it
been unable to provide a stable supply of timber, but the reality of weak forest governance is also being exposed, such as the
abandonment of regeneration in harvested sites.

In order for Japan in the twenty-first century to seize the opportunity to revive the domestic forestry industry and to realize
sustainable forest management, it must first accept the global changes as the cases from Europe illustrate.

There are two approaches that will be effective for Japan's first concrete efforts to address global changes in line with global
standards: one is to strengthen forest governance by creating a market for forest management, and the second is to introduce a
participatory approach for local communities and citizens into the master-plan for forests and forestry industries which is currently
positioned as a National Forest Program.
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