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Environmental problems and inter-group conflict caused by gaps between dominant and subordinate regions as common goals
- Research using the Simulated International Society Game (SIMINSOC)-
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Conflicts of interest between advanced and developing nations and even among advanced nations surround environmental issues on
a global scale, making the achievement of sustainable development difficult. In spite of these incongruities, it may be possible to
progress toward a sustainable society--at least more so than in the past- if we succeed in constructing a framework in which
environmental issues are a common goal to overcome interest divergence. This paper proposes that environmental issues can serve
as common goals among countries, which can in turn aid in overcoming inter-regional conflict.

In order to demonstrate this possibility, a technique called the Gaming Method was employed. The advantage of the Gaming Method
is that players who participate in it are able to experience feelings more intensely than they would in the real world. In other words,
participants can experience things in an enriched reality that they would hardly be able to feel in real life. Several studies using the
Simulated International Society Game (SIMINSOC, Hirose 1997), which simulates the processes of conflict and cooperation among
groups, are introduced in this paper.

From research using the SIMINSOC game, the following points were confirmed. 1) Members in subordinate regions that are in
relatively weaker positions, can acquire positive social identity which is not unconditional but instead is only achievable through
collective actions, such as solidarity in negotiation with dominant regions. 2) Inter-regional conflicts can be overcome when
environmental problems that impact the entire world occur and everyone must therefore cooperate to resolve the problems.
Furthermore, a super-ordinate identity not as individual regions but as one world is formed and heightened when overcoming inter-
regional conflicts.

Nevertheless, empirical data from the real world is needed in order to validate the results obtained from simulated gaming.
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