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In 2007, the tourism nation promotion plan was established following the legislation of the basic law to Japan tourism promotion. The
inauguration of Japan tourism agency is set for October 2008, and the government’s tourism development policy is finally shifting
into full gear. The “Visit Japan Campaign” has been one of the government initiatives that took a head start in 2003 preceding these
recent developments. The campaign brought about immediate and visible results throughout the country. The number of inbound
foreign tourists has doubled in the past decade jumping from 4.22 million in 1997 to 8.35 million in 2007, and the government’'s
goal of attracting 10 million foreign tourists to Japan by the year 2010 has become a plausible target. Now a new policy is being
developed to further double the target to 20 million by the year 2020 as a mid-to-long term plan.
Tourists visiting from all over the world are diversifying year by year. More visitors are starting to venture out from the so-called
‘Tokaido golden route’ (Osaka-Kyoto-Mt.Fuji-Hakone-Tokyo), the most traditional and orthodox route highlighting Japan’'s most famous
travel destinations. This can be seen in the specification of purposes to interests such as golfing and skiing, and the decentralization
of destinations by the repeating visitor segment.
On the receiving end on the other hand, many regions in Japan have identified foreign tourists as a target for developing a new
customer segment, and are rolling out efforts to attract tourists by drawing upon regional characteristics to add to their originality.
However, Japan is not the only country eager to win and attract foreign travelers. Other countries in Asia are also pursuing tourism as
a national strategy to boost industrial development. The competition between these Asian counterparts is sure to increase in the
future.
This paper reviews the initiatives taken by tourist destinations throughout the country reflecting the recent trends of inbound foreign
visitors. It reexamines the unique qualities of tourism in Japan, including how it is perceived from Asia and the world, in addition to the
perspective from the domestic market. In doing so, the author aims to provide an outlook on Japan’s international tourism and how it
is fully at par with the world.
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