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Not a day goes by without seeing the words, “safety and security” in the newspapers. There is probably no one who does not dearly
wish for this.

It has been some time since the breakdown of the myth that “Japan is a country where one can live in safety and security”. Events
including disasters, crime, food safety, medical mistakes, etc. that threaten “safety and security” are ever increasing. What has been
expected to play a major role in the prevention and resolution of issues relating to “safety and security” is the use of IT.

For example, as a measure to prevent disasters, the national and local governments are putting in place systems for information
collection, provision of information to citizens, and wide area collaboration to provide early warning of disasters. As crime prevention
and security measures, systems to guard children on their way to and from school, support for single elderly persons, and systems to
share information regarding suspicious persons by the local governments using Web2.0 technology are examples. For food safety,
there is the traceability system for agricultural and live stock products.

In the medical care field, there are electronic medical records, distant medical care, collaborative use of medical information and the
like. Developments are under way for a medical accident prevention system using advanced medical technologies including electronic
tags and sensor network technology. In order to eliminate the issue of the shortage of doctors, preparation for a wide area
collaborative network is under way.

Among such diverse uses, the learning of safety and security using IT (e-learning) is gaining much attention as a new development.
For example, applications are expanding in those fields to obtain specialized medical knowledge and education, and to secure
disaster prevention measures in preparation of disasters.

There are many ways of understanding “safety and security”. In this paper, as the principal focus, the medical and nursing fields, and
mental health measures with respect to “security” and disaster prevention or safety education in the workplace with respect to
“safety” will be discussed from the viewpoint of IT utilization.

Also, case studies will be used to introduce the diverse approach for IT utilization in areas relating to “safety and security” including
medical and nursing care, mental health, and disaster and crime prevention. Furthermore, specific examples of IT usage from the
perspective of “education” in each area including medical education and disaster prevention education will be introduced. Finally, the
observation on the future of “people-friendly IT utilization” will be discussed.
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