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Crisis and specialization: An integrated approach to national land resources, learning from Edward Ackerman
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The history of modernization has been the history of creating and distributing wealth through the
division of labor, and specialization. At the same time, however, modernization has given birth to a
variety of risks including environmental destruction, pollution, and disaster. The benefits of
specialization are undoubtedly large. Yet is there any way to redress the imbalance with nature and
fragmentation which excessive specialization leads to? Where can we find an integrated approach
with the potential to mitigate the adverse effects of specialization to the greatest extent possible?
This paper searches for hints in the period just after the Second World War through the early
1950s. This was a time when a rare, comprehensive experiment pertaining to resource awareness
and resource-related institutions was underway. The period of several years after the war was a
time of crisis which saw not only shortages of food and housing, but also frequent floods and other
natural disasters. This paper examines the activities of Edward Ackerman, an American advisor to
GHQ who adopted a integrated approach in the midst of those tumultuous times—both working to
raise resource awareness among the Japanese people and establishing an institution, the
Resources Council—and discusses the contemporary implications. Finally, we briefly touch on what
sort of policies might help to restore some of the autonomy humans have lost due to the extreme
spread of specialization.
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