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Toward Achieving the Aichi Targets: The Potential of Natural Capital as a Tool
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The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011 —2020 and the Aichi Targets, which are major outcomes
of the 10th Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity held in 2010 in
Nagoya, Aichi, are plans that were endorsed and supported by the United Nations. These plans
summarize the efforts to be made by 2020 with regard to various issues involving biodiversity,
which is essential to sustainable development. Efforts involving natural capital made in the fields of
economic aid and development aid are intended to contribute to the success of these plans and
are implemented at the global level. From a broad perspective, biodiversity, ecosystem services,
and natural capital are not only concepts that have changed the way in which nature is externalized
in modern human activities, but also tools for securing societal sustainability. These concepts can
also be used as communication tools. To truly achieve the vision of the Aichi Targets— “Living in
harmony with nature” by 2050—it is essential to consciously and appropriately utilize these
concepts in various situations.
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