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Examples of Biodiversity Conservation/Utilization Activities in the Lake Biwa and Yodo River basin and
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This paper presents several examples of biodiversity conservation/utilization activities conducted in the Lake Biwa and Yodo River
basin and outlines relevant future issues.

The Project for Paddies as Cradles for Fish, which was launched by Shiga Prefecture, engages in activities to conserve/restore
paddies and irrigation channels around Lake Biwa (Biwako) and to sell value-added agricultural products produced in the area. The
Association for Utilizing Riverine Resources in Kyoto, which is supported by Kyoto City and others, uses wild ayu as its symbol. The
Association works with local fishermen’s cooperatives to conserve/restore biodiversity in the watershed region and also to promote
a food culture centered around river fish. The Citizens’ Network for Conserving Itasenpara Bitterling of the Yodo River System, which
comprises various entities including non-profit organizations, companies, and universities, selected the freshwater fish Itasenpara
bitterling (Acheilognathus longipinnis; designated as a natural treasure of Japan) as its symbol and aims to conserve/restore
biodiversity of the Yodo river through removal of non-native fish and cleanup activities. Osaka Prefecture instituted the Osaka
Biodiversity Partnership Agreement program and is supporting biodiversity conservation activities which, for example, utilize biotopes
existing at companies’ locations. The Union of Kansai Governments has identified biodiversity hotspots and other locations in the
watershed region as resources for education and tourism and has organized ecotourism to these places. Relevant government
representatives, civic association members, travel agents, and others have participated in these tours, and model tours have been
proposed.

Efforts to conserve/utilize biodiversity require planning based on science. Although biologists and other relevant researchers are
generally responsible for such planning, researchers from a wide range of fields need to participate in activities, including economic
assessment and policy proposal. As biodiversity becomes a mainstream issue, the role of these researchers and relevant research
institutes will become increasingly important.
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