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The Participatory Biological Monitoring Survey for the Osaka Bay: A Collaboration among Various Entities
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Action Plan for Restoring the Osaka Bay was worked out as part of the Urban Regeneration Project, which is led by the national
government of Japan. The goal of the Plan is to restore the Osaka bay to a beautiful, people-friendly, resource-abundant condition
by using the nearby network of forests, rivers, and the sea. This will provide an Osaka Bay of which the citizens of the Keihanshin
metropolitan area can be proud. The Osaka Bay Simultaneous Biological Survey (a participatory monitoring survey based on the Plan,
in which citizens themselves survey the living things of the seashore) was proposed by the Osaka Bay Restoration Association,
and the survey was approved by the executive committee in FY 2007. The first survey was conducted in the following year. Since
then, the annual survey has been carried out with participation by many civic associations continuously. In recent years, more than
1,000 from more than 25 groups have participated in the survey. This high involvement and expanding participation reflects the fact
that the implementation of the survey has been firmly established. This survey is considered to be uncommon in that the biota of
more than 20 locations in one coastal region are simultaneously examined using the same manual, and in that the survey has been
conducted annually for ten years. In addition, the biological data obtained from the survey are organized after a thorough specialized
examination and are made available on the Internet in a form ready for academic use. These achievements help the collected data
to play a significant role in monitoring of the environmental condition of the Osaka Bay and understanding trends, particularly those
involving rare species and non-native species. This paper discusses various innovative ideas used to both involve so many citizens in
the survey and achieve a level of accuracy sufficient for an academic survey. The roles of various entities that support the survey are
described.
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