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What is the Key to Changing People’s Consumption Behavior? Ways to Have Them Consider Biodiversity in
Making Purchasing Decisions
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Restoration of biodiversity requires various approaches. This paper discusses attempts to have
general consumers consider biodiversity in their consumption activities, focusing on examples
from the Kansai region of Japan. For example, in the agricultural sector, “Stork-Friendly Rice” from
Hyogo Prefecture and other rice brands featuring animal-friendly agricultural methods have had a
significant impact on consumer awareness. Producers have won consumer support by making more
active efforts at biodiversity conservation in some cases. A notable example is “Rice from Fish
Cradles” from Shiga Prefecture, in which farmers use special farming methods and have installed
water channels for fish, with these channels made of timber from forest thinning. In other cases
of using timber from forest thinning, product sellers present to consumers the relation between
their products and environmental conservation efforts in the area where the products are produced.
Consumers can thus have a sense of participating in these efforts through consumption. For
consumers to choose and continually purchase biodiversity-conscious products, it is important
to create mechanisms by which producers, consumers, and other entities can effectively share
information on biodiversity conservation. This assists consumers in making decisions based on
ethical value and emotional value—latent factors of consumption behavior—in addition to price and
product quality.
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