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As the seriousness of the deterioration of the global environment such as the warming issue increases, the demand from society to
solve the problem through a more active use of financial functions as a basic infrastructure of society is increasing. This is a
movement to promote solving the issues facing the global community such as environmental issues, by changing the flow of money
through the intermediary functions of the society’'s money, which is the primary operation of the financial institutions.

In the U.S. and Europe under strong social pressure, many banks have begun taking up this issue. There are new moves such as the
banks refraining from loans that lead to environmental destruction, beefing up loans to eco-friendly projects and corporations, and the
institutional investors using judgment standards other than financial concerns, such as environmental issues, in making investment
decisions.

However, Japanese financial institutions are lagging behind. They are finally becoming conscious of the problem, and have begun
selling eco-friendly products, but they are far behind the U.S. and Europe. This is a problem because they should be in a position to
close the environmental gap, but they are in the environmental gap themselves. Japan is the world’s second largest economy. But in
reality, its economy largely depends on the world. Therefore, Japanese financial institutions are expected to respond to environmental
issues from the global viewpoint. In order to do so, they should be conscious of: What are the problems the world has? What is the
world trying to do? What is Japan expected to do? For gaining awareness of the problem, there are still many things to be done,
including information gathering activities and daily exchanges with the U.S. and Europe.

The global environmental problem is quite serious. Japan should not be satisfied with its advanced eco-friendliness. To close the
expanding global environmental gap, Japanese financial institutions have a heavy responsibility with one of the world’'s major
economic powers behind them.

We strongly hope that the days will come soon when the Japanese financial institutions share the sense of crisis with the world, and
make significant contributions to solve the global issues, using their potential ability to its maximum extent.
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