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How Do We Consider the Rebuilding of People's Lives in Fukushima?: Implications of the Survey of Evacuees
from the Nuclear Disaster Area
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There are 160,000 Fukushima residents who are forced to live away from their homes or
hometowns one year after the earthquake disaster. Currently, 60,000 of them are living outside
Fukushima Prefecture, and the number of evacuees continues to rise to this day. The out-of-
prefecture evacuation is predominantly caused by the nuclear disaster, and the evacuees are living
in regions where the climate and culture are different from those of their hometowns.

It is difficult to focus on reconstruction in Fukushima. Instead, what must be urgently done is to
restore the evacuees’ daily lives while maintaining their rights and characteristics as citizens. To
achieve this, it is necessary to understand the situations of the evacuees from the nuclear disaster
area and their feelings at different periods since the earthquake disaster.

Summarizing the results of the Survey of Evacuees from the Nuclear Disaster Area, which has been
conducted three times since the earthquake disaster, this paper sheds light on obstacles in this
area and considers the prospects of measures for overcoming them.
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Toward Construction of a Society with Genuine Biodiversity

COP10MDEEN S 1 FHZEITRE. ENICOWVNTEYZERIENEEELS U TED
LIFONDERODIEDDIELIEDIZ. AR CTIE. EYZAREDHLHERAIZOMEN
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Today in Japan, one and a half years after the COP-10 meeting, there are considerably fewer occasions where biodiversity becomes
the topic of conversation. This paper analyzes the current state of biodiversity in Japan, the issues involved, and the reasons for a
low level of social recognition of biodiversity and then shows not only the rationale behind the assertion that biodiversity, whose
importance is still increasing, should be a main concern in environmental issues, but also key points in promoting discussions on
biodiversity.

Though biodiversity is difficult to define and is a complex topic with many research problems to be solved, it is an important issue
that is relevant to our daily lives and has a wide-ranging influence. In fact, Japan faces serious problems such as damage to
ecosystems, loss of wild plants and animals, and deterioration of ecosystem services, which are caused by reduced levels of use and
management of ecosystems and the spread of exotic species. Against the backdrop of these problems, private-sector companies
and local governments are making efforts centering on biodiversity protection. However, such efforts are not sufficient in many
respects to become full-fledged social efforts for biodiversity due to some discrepancies between the real problems and the actions
that are actually taken, and due to delays in developing systems for implementing conservation measures.

To solve these problems and to make the realization of biodiversity a main social issue, it is necessary to build a social framework
that will induce wide-ranging conservation activities in various regions and to accumulate knowledge on the mechanism of
biodiversity and on relevant assessment methods from the standpoint of both natural and social sciences. At the same time, the
concept of biodiversity should be integrated into corporate and government activities, with consideration given to steps taken in
preventing global warming. Also, there must be a region that takes leadership in making certain the advent of an era of true
biodiversity, and it is possible to consider that the Kansai region, for example, will play a role in disseminating solutions to biodiversity
issues.
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Survival Strategies of Small- and Medium-Sized Wholesalers
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Economic conditions facing Japanese companies continue to be severe due to the aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake
and the economic crisis in Europe. The case of wholesale companies is no exception. Severe conditions facing small- and medium-
sized wholesalers conducting business in the domestic market are not temporary, but will become worse in the future. One of the
problems is the reduced significance of wholesale business due to the evolution of retailers, and another problem is a drop in demand
as a result of the declining population.

In this situation, in order to survive, small- and medium-sized wholesalers need to change the direction of their business and take
different strategies. They should reexamine the value of their business to customers, identify their strengths, come up with a
selected set of core activities from these processes, and promote the strengthening of existing business activities or the
development of new business undertakings.

Key points for the strengthening of existing business activities are narrowing down and clarifying targets, fortifying basic business
functions in cooperation with other foreign and domestic companies, and shifting focus to services. Shifting focus to services is
most important as it is an action for improvement in which small- and medium-sized firms can take advantage of their flexibility.

Key points for the development of new business undertakings are utilization of the Internet and entry into downstream markets based
on the firms’ own strengths.

Survival and growth require a rigorous combination of these actions without deviation from core activities.
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